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First Sunday in Advent

No one knows the day or the hour, but you do know the signs. The adulterous and
perverse generation seeks signs (but really, they just want to hear and see what they want to hear
and see), but those who see the light see whether or not it is dawn or dusk.  We may not know the
exact time or hour, but we do know the signs.  Jesus teaches us to be on the alert.  Peter warns us
that if we do not remain alert, we will be devoured.  Be on the watch, for you do not know the
hour when the Lord shall come for you.  I know sometimes we think of this as an end of time
thing, but the truth is that each of us will reach that day when it is our last day in this age, and
then what?  Then we shall meet face to face with Jesus.

  What then?  In Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, and in our Gospel today we hear the
admonition to stay awake, keep awake, awaken to what is happening around you.  The
admonition here is not about physical sleepiness, but about the smugness that comes when one
thinks all is in order and that it is well with your soul.  These words are more true now than when
I first began my ministry.  There is great spiritual smugness in our land and as a student of
history, this usually happens right before a very dark time.  The smugness is directly proportional
to the ignorance.  I see the signs and I share them with you.  I remind you that we do not fight
against flesh and blood, but against powers and principalities.  Sadly, the list of behaviors
rampant in this world are evident.

Look at the headlines and what do you see?  Reveling and drunkenness, debauchery and
licentiousness, quarreling and jealousy are everywhere.  These things are celebrated in our
culture.  Yet, in this Me-Too world, it is also railed against.  What hypocrisy!  Many live for the
night life.  But we are encouraged to not gratify the desires of the flesh, but to live as those who
walk in the light.  But even as I say this, it begs the question, “What does it mean to walk as child
of the light?”

Mind you, in and of themselves, there is nothing wrong with eating, but there is
something seriously wrong with gluttony.  There is nothing wrong with an adult beverage, but
there are all kinds of things wrong with drunkenness.  Marriage is a gift God has given humanity
when He said it was not good that we be alone.  But in our day where promiscuity is the norm
(and the forty or fifty before were not your husband) and where almost every other child born is
out of wedlock, we see an utter contempt for the boundaries of God.  Five minutes into many a
movie and the debauchery begins.

Jesus tells us that the times would become as they were in the days of Noah.  First, let me
share a little history with you.  We have seen times before where things were quite bleak.  There
have been spots around the earth where hope was diminished and those who had faith wondered
if the end was near.  You may want to read the book, “How the Irish Saved Civilization,” about
the time one thousand years ago when civilization literally melted and books were destroyed and
what we call the dark ages became even darker.  There are cycles in history because sinners do
not learn from history.  But you have been called into the light to see things as they are. 
Sometimes the way things appear, I mean really appear, is not a pretty sight.

Ultimately, the cataclysm of death will overtake us all.  The question, based upon what
we heard last week is, “Are we preparing, or acting as if all is well with your soul and nothing
will change.?”  It is an interesting thing that so many get into routines because deep down they
are declaring that they do not like the constant change in the world around them.  I too am one of
those.  But the world, while always changing, is never changing.  It is just the appearance of



change while simply going from one tried and found wanting situation to another.  Meanwhile,
the children of light are truly changing.  They are gradually being transformed from sinners into
saints.  This then is the focus that Jesus gives us.

It is another interesting thing that in our culture we are perverted to think in terms of the
other, and not in a good way.  “What will the other think?”  Why do we perpetuate the unreality
that if enough of us agree about something it will change reality.  Jesus said that He is truth. 
Now, if Jesus is truth, then it does not matter how many of us get together to think differently
about these things.  There are those who are focused upon what the Lord is doing and those who
are focused upon anything else.  It was that way in the days of Noah and will be that way in the
final days.  Whether or not we are close to that time is not of concern so much as whether or not
you are taking these things seriously for yourself.  Advent is about preparing.  Not as in Lent
where we are introspective about our life, but preparing to be with Jesus.  It is not enough to
simply celebrate the birth of Jesus.  One must prepare to be with Jesus forever!

How does one get ready?  Is this not the real essence of walking in the light, living by
faith, seeking first the kingdom, the righteousness of God?  Yes, yes it is.  We are called to put
into practice the things of the Lord as opposed to walking in the natural darkness of this age.  But
behind this in an even simpler idea.  Those who want to know the day and hour are playing some
kind of pretend game where they can do things on their own terms.  Well, this is the whole
problem with the rebellious age.  We cannot do things on our own terms.  They must be on the
Lord’s terms.  He is the Creator.  He is the Author and finisher of our faith.  He is the One who
redeems.  He is the One who must lead.  This brings us back to the simple phrase He gave us to
take His yoke upon us.

There is even an easier thing to comprehend here.  If we are taking the yoke of Jesus upon
us, we see that we are alongside Jesus.  He is the older, wiser One yoked to us an d He will teach
us how to navigate our way.  He leads and you learn from His leading.  We do not need to figure
things out, but quite literally to let go and let God.  This is not just a bumper sticker phrase, it is
the essence of taking Jesus’ yoke upon you.  You know the signs.  The verses before these we are
looking at today are instructions that tell us how to live out the signs of which we are aware. 
You know the times and seasons of this life.  These things are not about our physical life,. But
about the spiritual life that God has poured into those who believe through faith and in grace.

I am going to ask you a question that is so politically incorrect, even outrageous in our
day: are you ready to die?  No, I am not asking you to adopt a death wish.  (Why is it our cultural
programming jumps from one extreme to another?)  If you are planning to live in this age
forever, well then, you may want to think again.  That lie is a lie.  So far the actuarial percentage
is one hundred percent.  You’re not going to get out of this life alive.  Therefor, the question
comes as to whether or not you are on a journey of preparing for the promised life to come.  If
not, well then, you will be the victim of your own lack of planning.  And it is not like you have
not been given a head’s up.  You’re here, aren’t you?  

It is time to wake up from the slumber this age has brought upon people of faith.  Live as
though living for Christ was a real thing.  Stop trying to figure everything out and simply trust
that God’s Word really is God’s Word.  Put into action the things you know to do and then let the
Lord reveal the things you do not yet know.  The Lord will lead you.  Rather than jumping from
season to season, letting the years fly by in a pattern that goes nowhere, live knowing that this
world is far gone and that You have been called out of the darkness and into the light.  The Lord
has prepared the Royal Highway and you have been invited to journey with Him.



In this season of preparation, be about preparing.  No, it’s not a time to get busy worrying
about what others want, finding what they want, and placing it under a tree.  It’s about paying
attention to what the Lord of all creation has already declared and taking to heart – literally
taking to hear – what He says and applying it to your daily living.

If you are not ready, the Lord will come like a theif in the night and you will be caught
unware.  But if you know these things, you do well to apply them to your life and live them in
accordance with God’s perfect will who bids you come into the ark of His creating, the ark who
is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  He is the One who’s birth we will celebrate and whose
coming we anticipate.  The Son of Man is coming.  Are you ready?  Amen.


